Scholarship FAQs

· What types of scholarships does Louisiana Pathways offer its members?
· CDA/ECAC Training scholarships
· CDA Assessment Fee scholarships
· College Tuition scholarships
· Administrative Training scholarships
· Scholarships are available to help members obtain the training they need to climb the Career Ladder.
· Individual FAQs are available below for each type of scholarship.

CDA/ECAC Training Scholarship FAQs

· [bookmark: _Int_s1uv9viK]Who qualifies for CDA/ECAC Training scholarships?
· Individuals must:
· Be enrolled and active in Louisiana Pathways.
· Work in a Type III licensed early learning center or registered family childcare home.
· Be employed as a Lead Teacher or Assistant Teacher and work at least 16 hours per week.
· Not already hold a credential that will qualify them for an Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate (ECAC)
· Have a CDA obtained by 7/1/18 or a CDA obtained by a BESE approved training program
· [bookmark: _Int_NPxdJbND]Have an Associate’s Degree in an Early Childhood field from an accredited college or university
· [bookmark: _Int_DEOc3vLJ]Have a Bachelor’s Degree or Graduate Degree in any field from an accredited college or university
· Have a Technical Diploma or Certificate of Technical Study from a BESE approved program or proof you began your program before 7/1/18
· Have a Pathways Approved Career Diploma earned before 7/1/18
· Important Note: Once an applicant receives a scholarship to attend a particular BESE approved training program, they must complete that program and cannot switch to a different program.

· How can I find a BESE-approved CDA/ECAC training program? 
· A list of BESE-approved Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate Programs can be found here under “Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate”: BESE-approved Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate Program
· How do I apply?
· Because scholarship eligibility requires Pathways enrollment, you really should enroll in Pathways first by submitting the Pathways Enrollment Form, Employment Verification, copy of high school diploma/transcript, and training certificates/credentials/transcripts to Pathways.
· [bookmark: _Int_jUs5zprr]You must contact a BESE-approved program and apply with them. They will help their participants complete a Louisiana Pathways scholarship application which must be submitted online (1 scholarship application JotForm will need to be filled out by the applicant and their Director for each Interval of the training program). Once Pathways receives an approved roster for the training program Cohort, submitted applications that match the roster will be reviewed by Pathways for scholarship approval.
· Why does it matter that my training program is BESE-approved?
· Only BESE-approved programs qualify for Louisiana Pathways scholarship funding and meet the training requirements for the Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate CDA Pathway.
· What documentation do I need to submit with my scholarship application?
· Applicants will have to upload the following documents to their scholarship application JotForm electronically:
· A copy of your high school diploma
· A copy of college transcripts if applicable
· Electronic signatures from the applicant and their Director
· How will I know if I am awarded the scholarship?
· Scholarship award letters are provided to the BESE-approval training program to distribute to their students, so you can get status updates from the training program.
· Once scholarship award letters are distributed to approved students, the student must complete and sign a Scholarship Award Agreement to accept the scholarship and return it to their training program. The training program will forward all signed Award Agreements to Louisiana Pathways on behalf of their students.
· Funds for the scholarships will be paid directly to the training program once attendance records are confirmed.
· What if I am unable to complete the training program?
· Failure to complete the program may affect eligibility for future scholarships and may require repayment depending on the situation.


· Will completing a CDA training program qualify me for tax credit eligibility?
· Completing the training and participating in Louisiana Pathways may help support School Readiness Tax Credit eligibility, depending on the individual’s Pathways career level and other tax credit requirements. 
· You must complete the training program, earn your CDA by December 31st of the tax year and submit proof to Louisiana Pathways to move to the Teacher 1 level (1st tax credit eligible level). All active Pathways members on the Teacher 1 level will receive School Readiness Tax forms.
· It is up to each member and their employer to determine if the rest of the tax credit eligibility requirements have been met to use the tax forms Pathways provides to claim the tax credit (Star Rated center valid on 7/1/of the tax year, 6 months verified employment at that center, worked at least 30 hours a week at that center).
· You must complete the training program, earn your CDA and use it to apply for and obtain your Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate (ECAC) by December 31st of the tax year and submit proof to Louisiana Pathways to move to the Teacher 2 level (2nd tax credit eligible level). All active Pathways members on the Teacher 2 level will receive School Readiness Tax forms.
· It is up to each member and their employer to determine if the rest of the tax credit eligibility requirements have been met to use the tax forms Pathways provides to claim the tax credit (Star Rated center valid on 7/1/of the tax year, 6 months verified employment at that center, worked at least 30 hours a week at that center).
· Will I still be eligible for the scholarship if I change employers?
· As long as you remain employed in an eligible Type III early learning center and maintain an active Pathways membership. You will just need to submit an updated Employment Verification to Pathways and provide a copy of it to your training program.
· Who should I contact with ECAC/CDA Training Scholarship Questions?
· Vickie Jordan
· 318.677.3147
· jordanvi@nsula.edu


CDA Assessment Fee Scholarship FAQs

· Who would be eligible for a CDA Assessment Fee Scholarship?
· Applicants must:
· Be enrolled and active in Louisiana Pathways.
· Work in a Type III licensed early learning center or registered family childcare home.
· Be employed as a Lead Teacher, Assistant Teacher, Director, or Assist. Director and work at least 16 hours per week.
· Complete all CDA training requirements.
· How do I apply for a CDA Assessment Fee Scholarship?
· Applicants must submit the following to Pathways:
· CDA Assessment Fee Scholarship Application
· CDA Application Checklist signed by mentor/director
· Documentation of 120 hours of CDA training.
· BESE-approved training transcript 
--OR--
· Training Summary signed by mentor/director submitted along with copies of certificates to prove you meet the 36 hours prior to 7/1/18 training exception requirement
· How will I know if I am approved for a scholarship?
· Applicants will be notified after their application is reviewed.
· A Scholarship award letter will be emailed to approved applicants (their Director on record and training program if applicable will be Cc’d on the email as well).
· The scholarship award letter will include a Scholarship Award Agreement that the applicant will have to complete and return back to Pathways. This is how the applicant accepts the Pathways scholarship.
· When will I get my voucher number?
· After approval, Pathways will provide instructions on how to apply for your CDA Assessment Fee with The CDA Council as a scholarship recipient along with voucher information with the Scholarship award letter. Pathways does not issue voucher numbers.
· How will Pathways know if I earned my CDA?
· The Council for Professional Recognition verifies credential completion and will notify the applicant.
· Once you have earned your CDA, you must provide a copy of your official CDA Credential to Louisiana Pathways to receive credit for it. The Council will not notify Pathways on your behalf.
· Will I be eligible for another scholarship if I fail to earn my CDA credential?
· Eligibility for future scholarships may be limited if the credential is not earned. You will only be eligible for 1 CDA Assessment Fee scholarship award.

· If I let my CDA expire, will I be eligible for a CDA Assessment Fee Scholarship?
· If you have already been awarded a CDA Assessment Fee scholarship, you will not be eligible for another even if your original CDA expires. You are only eligible for 1 CDA Assessment Fee scholarship award.
· Pathways does not offer CDA Renewal scholarships.
· If I already hold a CDA in one setting, for example, Preschool, can I get a scholarship to obtain another CDA in another setting, for example, Infant/Toddler?
· You are only eligible for 1 CDA Assessment Fee scholarship award, so in most circumstances, you will not be eligible to receive another scholarship to pursue a CDA in another setting.
· Do I have to renew my CDA?
· The CDA Credential is only valid for 3 years and must be renewed before it expires through the Council for Professional Recognition if you want to keep it current. If you obtain an ECAC with your CDA, you can renew your ECAC with or without a renewed CDA, but Pathways highly recommends that you renew your CDA if you don’t already have a college degree. Keep in mind that a valid CDA is recognized throughout the country but an ECAC from Louisiana will not be recognized outside of Louisiana. 
· You worked hard for your CDA so you should keep it current. Some members have been able to retain their tax credit eligibility because they renewed their CDA but weren’t able to renew their ECAC.
· If both your CDA and ECAC expire, you may lose tax credit eligibility altogether. 
· Does Pathways have scholarships available for the CDA Renewal fee?
· Pathways does not offer CDA Renewal scholarships.
· Who should I contact with CDA Assessment Fee Scholarship Questions?
· Vickie Jordan
· 318.677.3147
· jordanvi@nsula.edu 

College Tuition Scholarship FAQs

· Who is eligible for College Tuition scholarships?
· Applicants must:
· Be enrolled and active in Louisiana Pathways.
· Work in a Type III licensed early learning center or registered family childcare home.
· Be employed as a Lead Teacher, Assistant Teacher, Director, or Assist. Director and work at least 16 hours per week (other positions may be considered on a case-by-case basis)
· How do I know which schools I can attend?
· Scholarship recipients may attend any Louisiana-based accredited college or university offering approved programs related to early childhood education or child development.
· Do I have to select a certain major?
· The scholarship supports degrees related to early childhood, such as:
· Early Childhood Education
· Child Development
· Birth to Five / Early Intervention
· Pre-K through 3rd Grade Education (if it is the only early childhood degree your school offers)
· Care and Development of Young Children
· Family and Child Studies
· Child Care Administration
· These majors align with Pathways career development goals. 
· If you already have a degree and are trying to complete additional early childhood or infant/toddler courses to advance on your career ladder, then you can enroll as a non-degree seeking student and take only those early childhood courses.
· What if I am already eligible for Financial Aid or other scholarships?
· Applicants must apply for financial aid each academic year first and use available funding, such as Pell Grants and other scholarships first. Pathways scholarships may help cover tuition only if financial aid or other scholarships do not already cover full attendance costs.
· You must apply for financial aid each academic year even if you don’t think you will be eligible because you have to prove it. The only exception would be if you have already earned a Bachelors’ degree (must submit copy of transcript to the Pathways scholarship office to prove it) or if you have already exceeded your Pell Grant eligibility (must submit proof).
· Do I have to be a full-time student?
· Students may attend part-time or full-time while receiving the scholarship. You can take as few or as many as you want each term. 
· Can I get a scholarship for Graduate School?
· Louisiana Pathways does not have funding for graduate degrees at this time.
· Do I have to work full-time to be eligible for the scholarship?
· Applicants must work at least 16 hours per week in an eligible early childhood position.

· Can I take online classes?
· Classes may be taken online as long as they are part of an approved degree program at an accredited Louisiana college or university.
· You may take a combination of on-campus and online classes and can take as few or as many as you want each term.
· Do I have to maintain a certain GPA?
· Scholarship recipients must maintain a minimum GPA of 2.0 each term to remain eligible for additional scholarships and must pass all classes covered by the scholarship.
· Do I have to reapply for scholarship eligibility?
· Yes, you must reapply each semester or quarter and submit the required documentation to continue receiving scholarship funding.
· What is covered in the scholarship?
· [bookmark: _Int_K64sOHr1]The scholarship covers the tuition portion of your bill for courses required for an approved degree program. Payments are made directly to the educational institution and not to the student.
· Will the scholarship be based on mine or my parents’ income?
· Scholarship awards are not based on need or income, but applicants must apply for financial aid first and provide documentation of financial aid eligibility or lack of.
· Do I need to submit anything to Pathways besides the scholarship application?
· Yes, applicants must submit:
· Scholarship application
· Plan of study (from Course Catalog, Advisor’s degree plan worksheet, or Degree Works document)
· Class schedule for the semester / quarter
· Personal Fee Bill / tuition statement for the semester / quarter
· Financial aid documentation
· Letter of Intent (Letter you write to Pathways explaining your background in childcare, what your goals are, and what you would like Pathways to help you do) 
· Letter of Recommendation (from Director)
· College Transcripts
· Important Note: All items should be submitted with the scholarship application by the priority deadline. If your schedule and fee bill are unavailable at the time, you can submit these items at a later date to complete your application.
· What is a Letter of Intent?
· A Letter of Intent explains your career goals in early childhood education and how the scholarship will help you improve your skills and provide quality care for children. It’s a letter you write to Pathways explaining your background in childcare, what your goals are, and what you would like Pathways to help you do.
· Who can write my Letter of Recommendation?
· A letter may be written by your center Director, Administrator, or Supervisor
· The person should be familiar with your work in early childhood education and support your career goals.
· What if I fail a class?
· Students must maintain a 2.0 GPA. Failing courses may impact future scholarship eligibility. 
· If you fail a class but pass others to maintain a 2.0 GPA for the term, you will be eligible for another scholarship, but we cannot pay for the same class twice.
· What are Article Summaries?
· If scholarship funds cover non-early childhood general education courses or Core Courses (math, science, English, etc.) required for your degree, students must complete three, one-page article summaries on an early childhood topic each term in which those classes were covered by the scholarship.
· You pick a topic, find 3 articles on that topic, and write a one-page summary for each article and then fill out the Article Summary Checklist and submit the assignment back to Pathways during the semester in which they are required along with copies of the articles used to complete the assignment.
· Your scholarship award agreement that accompanies your scholarship award letter will indicate whether or not you will need to do the Article Summary assignment.
· How will I know if I am awarded a scholarship?
· Applicants will be notified by Louisiana Pathways after review. 
· A scholarship award letter will be emailed to approved applicants. Letters will be sent through regular mail as well, and their schools will also be notified of their scholarship awards.
· The scholarship award letter will include a Scholarship Award Agreement that the applicant will have to complete and return back to Pathways. This is how the applicant accepts the Pathways scholarship.
· Who should I contact with College Tuition Scholarship Questions?
· Vickie Jordan
· 318.677.3147
· jordanvi@nsula.edu









Administrative Training Scholarship FAQs

· What would an Administrative Training scholarship cover?
· The scholarship helps cover the cost of administrative or leadership training courses related to early childhood program management.
· Who is eligible for Administrative Training scholarships?
· Applicants must:
· Be enrolled and active in Louisiana Pathways.
· Work in a Type III early learning center as a Director, Assistant Director, or aspiring administrator with recommendation.
· How do I apply for an Administrative Training scholarship?
· Applicants submit:
· Administrative Training scholarship application
· Proof of course enrollment
· Letter of intent describing professional goals.
· How will I know if I earned a scholarship award?
· Applicants will be notified by Louisiana Pathways after review. 
· A scholarship award letter will be emailed to approved applicants. Letters will be sent through regular mail as well.
· The scholarship award letter will include a Scholarship Award Agreement that the applicant will have to complete and return back to Pathways. This is how the applicant accepts the Pathways scholarship.

· Who should I contact with Administrative Training Scholarship Questions?
· Jenny Cowan
· 318.677.3166
· cowanj@nsula.edu

